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Crosswalks

A crosswalk is the part of the road-
way set aside for pedestrian traffic,
Most intersections have a pedestrian
crosswalk whether or not lines are
painted on the street. Most cross-
walks are located at corners, but they
can also be located in the middle
of the block. Before turning a cor-
ner, watch for pedestrians about to
cross the street. Pedestrians have
the right-of-way in marked or
unmarked crosswalks. Although
pedestrians have the right-of-way,
they also must abide by the rules of
the road. A pedestrian should not
suddenly leave a curb, or other place
of safety, and cross into the path of a
vehicle as this creates an immediate
hazard. Furthermore, a pedestrian
must not stop unnecessarily or delay
traffic while in a crosswalk.

If you approach a crosswalk while
driving, you are required to exer-
cise caution and reduce your speed
to safeguard the safety of the pedes-
trian. You may need to stop to ensure
the safety of the pedestrian, as out-
lined in CVC §21950.

Crosswalks are often marked with
white lines. Yellow crosswalk lines
may be painted at school crossings.
Most often, crosswalks in residential
areas are not marked.

Some crosswalks have flashing
lights to warn you that pedestrians
may be crossing. Look for pedestri-
ans and be prepared to stop, whether
or not the lights are flashing.

Intersections

An intersection is any place where
one line of roadway meets another
roadway. Intersections include cross
streets, side streets, alleys, freeway
entrances, and any other location
where vehicles traveling on different
highways or roads join each other.

Driving through an intersection
is one of the most complex traffic
situations motorists encounter. Inter-
section collisions account for more
than 45% of all reported crashes and
21% of fatalities according to the
Federal Highway Administration.

* At intersections without “STOP”
or “YIELD” signs, slow down
and be ready to stop. Yield to traf-
fic and pedestrians already in the
intersection or just entering the
intersection. Also, yield to the ve-
hicle or bicycle that arrives first,
or to the vehicle or bicycle on your
right if it reaches the intersection
at the same time as you.

« At “T” intersections without
“STOP” or “YIELD” signs, yield
to traffic and pedestrians on the
through road. They have the
right-of-way.

* When you turn left, give the right-
of-way to all vehicles approaching
that are close enough to be danger-
ous. Also, look for motorcyclists,
bicyclists, and pedestrians.

Safety suggestion: While wait-
ing to turn left, keep your wheels
pointed straight zhead until it
is safe to start your turn. If your
wheels are pointed to the left, and
a vehicle hits you from behind,
you could be pushed into oncom-
ing traffic.
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* When you turn right, be sure to
check for pedestrians who want to
cross the street and bicyclists rid-
ing next to you.

* On divided highways or highways
with several lanes, watch for vehi-
cles coming in any lane you cross.
Turn either left or right only when
it is safe.

* When there are “STOP” signs at
all corners, stop first and then fol-
low the rules listed above.

* If you have parked on the side of
the road or are leaving a parking
lot, etc., yield to traffic before re-
entering the road.

Roundabouts

A roundabout is an intersection
where traffic travels around a central
island in a counter-clockwise direc-
tion. Vehicles entering or exiting the
roundabout must yield to all traffic
including pedestrians.

When you approach a roundabout:

* Slow down as you approach the
roundabout.

* Yield to pedestrians and bicyclists
crossing the roadway.

* Watch for signs and/or pavement
markings that guide you or pro-
hibit certain movements.

* Enter the roundabout (heading
to the right) when there is a big
enough gap in traffic to merge
safely.

* Drive in a counter-clockwise di-
rection. Do not stop or pass other
vehicles.

* Use your turn signals when

you change lanes or exit the
roundabout,

* If you miss your exit, continue
around until you return to your
exit,

Multiple and single lane roundabout

For roundabouts with multiple lanes,
choose your entry or exit lane based
on your destination as shown in the
graphic, For example, to:

* Turn right at the intersection (blue
car), choose the right-hand lane
and exit in the right-hand lane.

* Go straight through the intersec-
tion (red car), choose either lane,
and exit in the lane you entered.

* Turn left (vellow car), choose the
left lane, and exit.

On Mountain Roads

When 2 vehicles meet on a steep
road where neither vehicle can pass,
the vehicle facing downhill must
yield the right-of-way by backing
up until the vehicle going uphill can
pass. The vehicle facing downhill
has the greater amount of control
when backing up the hill.
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