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Introduction

As a field, we have a good idea what the 
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�
of Response to Intervention (RTI) at the 
ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ůĞǀĞů�ůŽŽŬƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�
ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ĞǀĂůƵĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�dĂĐŬĞƩ͕�
ZŽďĞƌƚƐ͕��ĂŬĞƌ͕ �Θ�^ĐĂŵŵĂĐĐĂ͕�ϮϬϬϵͿ͘�
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ĂƐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĚŝīĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚĞƌŵƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ͕�
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ƌŽůĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕�
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂďůǇ�ůĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚŽǁ�ĂŶĚ�
ŝĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Zd/�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�
ďĞ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘

�ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƐĐŝĞŶƚŝĨŝĐ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞīĞĐƟǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�Zd/�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ� 
ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ƉƌĞůŝŵŝŶĂƌǇ͕�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�
ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ�
ĂƐ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶ�
ŵŽǀĞ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Zd/�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�
;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�&ƵĐŚƐ͕�&ƵĐŚƐ͕�Θ��ŽŵƉƚŽŶ͕�ϮϬϭϬ͖�
^ŚŝŶŶ͕�ϮϬϬϴ͖�sĂƵŐŚŶ͕��ŝƌŝŶŽ͕�tĂŶǌĞŬ͕�
tĞǆůĞƌ͕ �&ůĞƚĐŚĞƌ͕ �Ğƚ�Ăů͕͘�ϮϬϭϬͿ͘���ŵƉŝƌŝĐĂů�
ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌǁĂǇ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂŶƟŵĞ�
ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĚƌĂǁ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚŝǀĞ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�
those who are attempting to implement 
ĂƐƉĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�Zd/�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚ�ďĂƐĞĚ�
ŽŶ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ͘�hƐŝŶŐ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟǀĞ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�Zd/͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ŝƐ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�
ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂī�
ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Zd/�
ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘

EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
;E�Zd/Ϳ�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�Ă�ŵƵůƚŝͲǇĞĂƌ�
ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƚŝǀĞ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�Zd/�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�
ŝŶ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘�&ƌŽŵ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ϰϮ�
ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƉĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů�Ăƚ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ƐƚĂŐĞƐ�
ŽĨ�Zd/�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͕�ǁĞ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ŚŽǁ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ͘�;^ĞĞ��ƉƉĞŶĚŝǆ��� 
ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘Ϳ� 
tĞ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ŚŽǁ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�
;ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ͕�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ͕�ŵƵůƟͲůĞǀĞů�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�
ŵĂŬŝŶŐͿ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ůĞǀĞů͘�tĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͕�
ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂĐƟƟŽŶĞƌ�ƚĞƐƟŵŽŶǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐŝŶŐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘

DEFINITION: RTI is a multi-level prevention 
system designed to allow school staff to  
instruct all students in accordance with their 
level of educational need. 

Response to intervention integrates assessment 
and intervention within a multi-level prevention 
system to maximize student achievement 
and to reduce behavior problems. With RTI, 
schools identify students at risk for poor learning 
outcomes, monitor student progress, provide 
evidence-based interventions and adjust the 
intensity and nature of those interventions 
depending on a student’s responsiveness,  
and identify students with learning disabilities. 
(National Center on Response to Intervention, 
2010, p. 2)
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Essential Components

Zd/�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ĂƚͲƌŝƐŬ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ĨŽƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌĂů�
ĚŝĸĐƵůƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ͘�dŚĞ�E�Zd/�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞƐ�ĨŽƵƌ�
ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ͗

ϭ͘� ^ĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ

Ϯ͘� Progress monitoring 

ϯ͘� DƵůƟͲůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌĂů�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ� 
ĨŽƌ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŶŐ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĨĂŝůƵƌĞ

ϰ͘� �ĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕� 
ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵůƟͲůĞǀĞů�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�ĂŶĚ� 
ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŝĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚĂŶĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ� 
ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĂǁ�;EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ� 
/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ϮϬϭϬ͕�Ɖ͘�ϭͿ

&Žƌ�Zd/�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�
ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŶũƵŶĐƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĞĂĐŚ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ͘ �/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�
ƉŝǀŽƚĂů�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Zd/�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ͘�
Screening�ĚĂƚĂ�ĂƌĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ŝŶŝƟĂů�
ƌŝƐŬ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǀĂůƵĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǀĞƌĂůů�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ�ŽĨ�Ă�
ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕�Žƌ�ŐƌĂĚĞ�ůĞǀĞů Ɛ͛�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘�
KŶĐĞ�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ůĞǀĞů;ƐͿ�ŽĨ�
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵůƟͲůĞǀĞů�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ƵƐĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ data 
ƚŽ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ĂůůŽǁŝŶŐ�
ƐƚĂī�ƚŽ�ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŚĞĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�ŝƐ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ͘�

hƐŝŶŐ�ďŽƚŚ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶͲŐŽŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ͕�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�Ă�
ƐǇƐƚĞŵĂƟĐ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚŽůŽŐǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚĂī�ƵƐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĐůŽƐĞůǇ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�
�ĂĐŚ�Zd/�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚƐ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ� 
ǁŽƌŬ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ͘

Screening

E�Zd/�ĚĞĮŶĞƐ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƋƵŝĐŬ͕�ĞĸĐŝĞŶƚ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�
ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚǁŽ�ƚŽ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŐŽĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ďĞŶĐŚŵĂƌŬƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŐƌĂĚĞ͘�tŚĞŶ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ĨĂůů�ďĞůŽǁ�Ă�ƉƌĞĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĐƵƚ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�
ƚŽŽů͕�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶͲĚĞƉƚŚ�ƚĞƐƟŶŐ�Žƌ�ƐŚŽƌƚͲƚĞƌŵ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞůǇ�

�ø«®�®ã�ϭ͘��ÝÝ�Äã®�½��ÊÃÖÊÄ�ÄãÝ�Ê¥�Zd/

Schools’ primary goal for RTI. All schools participating in the 
interviews identified remediation as their primary goal for 
implementing the essential components. School administrators 
felt they had to quickly provide interventions to the students 
who struggled with learning basic literacy and numeracy 

skills. Once schools had basic reading and mathematics 
intervention classes in place, the administrators began 
focusing on providing content-area intervention for  
courses such as science and social studies.

We have pockets around the country where people 
are doing [RTI] well at the middle school level. It’s 
not an elementary thing. It can be done, and done 
well, at the middle school. People need to talk to 
others and really communicate and collaborate 
with others who are doing it. We find that when we 
share ideas we are a lot stronger in our programs. 
But it clearly can be done well. 

Middle School Principal



3RTI in Middle Schools: The Essential Components

ƉƌĞĚŝĐƚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚƌƵůǇ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ�ĨŽƌ�ƉŽŽƌ�
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ�;EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ� 
ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ϮϬϭϬ͕�Ɖ͘�ϱͿ͘�

/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ǁĞ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ŚŽǁ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͗�

�O �ŚŽƐĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�

�O �ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ

�O /ĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ

�O �ŶĂůǇǌĞĚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůͲǁŝĚĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ

�O hƐĞĚ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĨĞĞĚĞƌ�ĚĂƚĂ

�ŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�screening assessments.��ŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ;ƐͿ�
ǁĂƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƐƚĞƉ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂī�
ƚŽŽŬ�ǁŚĞŶ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ĂŶ�Zd/�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ͘��Ɛ�ŽŶĞ�
ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ�;ƐĞĞ�ƚĞǆƚ�ďŽǆͿ͕�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ǁĂƐ�ĂŶ�
ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�Zd/�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŝƚ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�
ƚŚĞŵ�ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘�KŶĐĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�
ƚŚĞ�ƚǇƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�
;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝŽŶ͕�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ�ĐŽŵƉƵƚĂƟŽŶͿ͕�
ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďĞƐƚ�ŵĞƚ� 
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�

WƌĂĐƟƟŽŶĞƌƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͗

�O �ŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŝŶŐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ�

�O �ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚͲ�Žƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞͲƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ

�O �ŽŶƚĂĐƟŶŐ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ

�O ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌĞĞ�ƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ� 
ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�E�Zd/ Ɛ͛�^ĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�dŽŽů��ŚĂƌƚ� 
;ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬƌƟϰƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘ŽƌŐͬƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐdŽŽůƐͿ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ƐƵŵŵĂƌŝǌĞƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͕�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐĂůůǇ� 
ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚͲďĂƐĞĚ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ͘

Screening administration.�&ƵĐŚƐ�Ğƚ�Ăů͘�;ϮϬϭϬͿ�
ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�
ǁĞůů�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĮĐŝƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ǁĞůů�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ďǇ�
ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ŵĂǇ�
ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�ŽŶůǇ�ŽŶĐĞ�ƉĞƌ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ � 
ŝĨ�Ăƚ�Ăůů͘�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐ�Ăƚ�
ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�
ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �ǁŝƚŚ� 
ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ� 
ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�
ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ͕�ŶĞĞĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌŝƐŬ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ͘�'ŝǀĞŶ�ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ� 
ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͕�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŵĂǇ�
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ƐƚĂƌƚŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽŶĞ�Žƌ�ƚǁŽ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�
ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ĞǀĂůƵĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƉƉĞƌ�ŐƌĂĚĞƐ͕�ŝĨ� 
ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ƐƚĂǇ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ƐƚĞĂĚǇ͕ �ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ� 
ŵĂǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽŶĞ�Žƌ�ƚǁŽ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ� 
ĂƌĞ�ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ͘

DŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ďŽƚŚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�
ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ͘���ĨĞǁ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂĚĚĞĚ�ĂŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĂƌĞĂ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ͕�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ͕�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕ 
Žƌ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌ͘ �dŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶůǇ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ�
ǁĞƌĞ��/D^ǁĞď͕�ƚŚĞ�DĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ�ŽĨ��ĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
;D�WͿ͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞͲ͕�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚͲ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůͲŶŽƌŵĞĚ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ͘�DĂŶǇ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ� 
;Ğ͘Ő͕͘��/D^ǁĞď�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐͿ͘�

“Screening is probably the most critical piece, because 
if we don’t screen, we have no way of knowing 
whether we have a class-wide problem or we have  
an individual student problem and the interventions 
are so different, so it’s really crucial for us to know 
which students need which intervention.”

Middle School Principal

“As the complexity of reading increases as you go from 
one grade to another, you still can’t forget about those 
universal screens that may scoop up some students 
you may have missed before.”

Middle School Principal
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^ĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘ The 
ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�
ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ�ĨŽƌ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ĨĂŝůƵƌĞ͘�
dǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ͕ �ĚĂƚĂ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ƵƐĞ�ƉƌĞĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĐƵƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ� 
ƚŽ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�
ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘

DĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ǁĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ƵƐĞĚ�
Ă�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�ƌŝƐŬ͘�DŽƐƚ�
ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐƟĐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘�dŚƵƐ͕�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƐĐŽƌŝŶŐ�
ďĞůŽǁ�Ă�ƉƌĞĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĐƵƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�
identified as ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂůůǇ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ƚŚĞŶ�
ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�Ă�ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐƟĐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�
ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŶĞĞĚ͘�DĂŶǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐƟĐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�
ĨŽƌ�ŶƵŵĞƌĂĐǇ͘�^ĞǀĞƌĂů�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚͲ
ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ͕� 
Žƌ�ŐƌĂĚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ŶƵŵĞƌĂĐǇ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�

^ĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚĂī�ĂůƐŽ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ� 
ƚŚĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘�
&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�ŽŶĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ŵŝĚǇĞĂƌ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů Ɛ͛�ĚĂƚĂ�ƐŚŽǁĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞǀĞŶƚŚͲ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŝŐŚƚŚͲ

ŐƌĂĚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ�ďĞůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
ƚĂƌŐĞƚ͘�dŚĞ�ŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�Ă�ĐůĞĂƌ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ� 
ƐƚĂī�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�
ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�;ƐĞĞ�&ŝŐƵƌĞ�ϭͿ͘��Ɛ�Ă�ƌĞƐƵůƚ͕�ƐƚĂĨĨ��
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�Ă�ƐĐŚŽŽůͲǁŝĚĞ͕�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ��
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�Ăůů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�ĐĂƵŐŚƚ�
ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ͘�/Ŷ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ��
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�
ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�Ăůů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚͲŽĨͲƚŚĞͲǇĞĂƌ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�
ƐŚŽǁĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂĚ�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�ŵĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ͘� 

“If I was talking to someone starting off that hadn’t 
done this before, there are national cut scores, there  
is research out there. And that’s how we started, we 
looked at what was out there already and started 
with that. Over time then, you can develop your 
own local cut scores and we have done that too. But  
I think you can go out and look at the research and 
literature that’s there and give you a starting place.”

Middle School Principal

“Because we are screening so quickly [frequently],  
we see problems in real time, so we are catching kids 
before there is a major deficit and we are catching 
kids who are experiencing problems.”

Middle School Principal

RTI Score
220
219
218
217
216
215
214
213
212
211
210

Fall Winter

Testing Window

7th Grade Reading
Target: 219     Actual: 218.82

Spring

Reading Target Actual Reading Average

RTI Score
222
221
220
219
218
217
216
215
214
213
212
211

8th Grade Reading
Target: 221     Actual: 220.89

Fall Winter

Testing Window

Spring

Reading Target Actual Reading Average

&®¦çÙ��ϭ͘�^�ò�Äã«Ͳ��Ä���®¦«ã«Ͳ'Ù����
^�ÊÙ�Ý��ÊÃÖ�Ù���ó®ã«�E�ã®ÊÄ�½��ò�Ù�¦�Ý
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Feeder data.�hŶůŝŬĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ�
ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘ �DĂŶǇ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐ�ŝŶ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ĨĞĞĚĞƌ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĨƌŽŵ�
Ăůů�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘���ĨĞǁ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ĨĞĞĚĞƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŝŶĐŽŵŝŶŐ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ĚĂƚĂ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛� 
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŶĞĞĚƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ǇĞĂƌ͘ �
KŶĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐĞŶƚ�Ă�ƐƚĂī�ƚĞĂŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĞĚĞƌ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�

ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ƐŝǆƚŚ� 
ŐƌĂĚĞƌƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƚĞĂŵ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�
ĂƐƐŝƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶŝŶŐ�ĞŝŐŚƚŚ�ŐƌĂĚĞƌƐ͘�

�ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂī�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�
Ă�ĨŽƌŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�
ĨŽƌ�ĞǆŝƟŶŐ�ĮŌŚͲŐƌĂĚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵ�;ƐĞĞ�dĂďůĞ�ϭͿ�
ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĞĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌĂů�
ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�
ƐƚĂī�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŝŶĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘�

dĂďůĞ�ϭ͘�ZĞƉŽƌƟŶŐ�&Žƌŵ�ĨŽƌ��ǆŝƟŶŐ�&ŝŌŚ�'ƌĂĚĞƌƐ

Academic and Behavioral Assessment:
Ranking of 1 through 5 (5 = No concerns, 4 = Minor concern, 3 = Moderate concern, 2 = Significant concern, 1 = 
Can perform task but chooses not to engage) 
Organization skills Follows written 

directions
Follows oral  
directions

Independence and 
problem solving

Homework 
completion

Test-taking skills

Attention span Attitude and  
motivation

Peer interaction 
skills

Parent 
responsiveness

Classroom 
participation

Appropriate 
student conduct

dKd�>�^�KZ��;ĂĚĚ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ƌĂŶŬŝŶŐƐͿ͗�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ

�ŽĞƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂŶ�Zd/�ƉůĂŶ͍�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺǇĞƐ� � ͺͺͺͺͺͺŶŽ

/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ϲƚŚ�ŐƌĂĚĞ͗

^ƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐŝǆƚŚͲŐƌĂĚĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ͗�
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Progress Monitoring

WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ͕�ĂƐ�ĚĞĮŶĞĚ�ďǇ�E�Zd/͕�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƉĞĂƚĞĚ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�
ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�
ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�ƚŽ͗�;ϭͿ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�
ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƟŵĞ͕�;ϮͿ�ƋƵĂŶƟĨǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƌĂƚĞƐ� 
ŽĨ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�Žƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕� 
;ϯͿ�ĞǀĂůƵĂƚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂů�ĞĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ� 
;ϰͿ�ĨŽƌŵƵůĂƚĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�;EĂƟŽŶĂů�
�ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ϮϬϭϬ͕�Ɖ͘�ϱʹϲͿ͘�

Purpose of progress monitoring. dŚĞ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂů�
ĞīĞĐƟǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞďǇ�ĂůůŽǁ�ĨŽƌ�ƟŵĞůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�
ĂĚũƵƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁŚĞŶ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚ�ŽĨ�
ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�E�Zd/�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚƐ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�Ăƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ůĞǀĞůƐ͘�

DŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚĂī�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ůĂǇĞƌƐ� 
ŽĨ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘�
dŚĞƐĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ�ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŐŽĂůƐ͘�
DĂŶǇ�ƐƚĂī�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ƚƌĞŶĚ�ůŝŶĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�Ɛŝǆ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞŶĞƐƐ� 
ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘�dŽ�ďŽŽƐƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�
ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�
ĂĐƟǀĞůǇ�ŝŶǀŽůǀŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ĚĂƚĂ� 
ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĂƉŚŝŶŐ͘�

/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ǁĞ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ŚŽǁ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͗

�O �ŚŽƐĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ

�O �ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ� 
to monitor progress

�O hƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ

�ŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ͘�WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞůǇ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĂƚĂ�ŵƵƐƚ� 
ďĞ�ƵƐĞĨƵů�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘�^ĐŚŽŽů�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�
Ă�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘�DŽƐƚ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƚŝĐƐ͕� 
ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŚĂůĨ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ� 
ƚŽŽůƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƐŽ͘�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�  
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ĨŽƌ�ďŽƚŚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͕�ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�
ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƐĞůĞĐƟŶŐ�ƚŽŽůƐ�ǁĂƐ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ĨĞǁ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
ǀĂůŝĚĂƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕�Žƌ�
ĂůŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƐƚĂƚĞ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ͘

�ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͘��ĞĨŽƌĞ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ͕�
ƉĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚ�ĚĂƚĂ�Ăƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ůĞǀĞů͘�

�ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�
ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŽŶůǇ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂůůǇ�;ĂŶĚ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŝŶĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇͿ͕�ŝĨ�Ăƚ�Ăůů͘�^ƚĂī�ĨƌŽŵ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂů�Žƌ�ŝŶĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
monitoring often did not differentiate between 
ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͶƚŚĞǇ�ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
terms screening and progress monitoring�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŚĂŶŐĞĂďůǇ͘ �
dŚĞ�ƐŵĂůů�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�

“Students have to… be involved in their progress 
monitoring because…the student[s], especially at the 
middle school level where they are very savvy and 
very aware that they are not in the same place as 
their peers, [have] to know that they are making 
growth. "ey have to see their small gains or large 
gains and be able to celebrate.”

Middle School Principal

Commonly reported progress monitoring assessments for 

reading and mathematics: 
1. Nationally published assessments (e.g., AIMSweb) 
2. School- or district-created curriculum-based measures 
3. Assessments built into the intervention curricula 
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ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĚŝĚ�
ƐŽ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�Ɛŝǆ�ǁĞĞŬƐ͘�hŶůŝŬĞ�ƐƚĂī�Ăƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
did not monitor progress at the primary level, staff 
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁŚŽ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ͕ �ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇͲ
ůĞǀĞů�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĂƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ͘�
^ĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ǁĂƐ�ǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝŽŶͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŽĨ�
ƚĂƌŐĞƚŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ǁĂƐ�ǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂĐŬŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�
ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƟŵĞ͘�

At both the ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�and ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞůƐ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�
ŵŽƐƚ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�
ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŐƌĂƉŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ĚĂƚĂ͘�
�ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů͕�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�
ŽĐĐƵƌƌĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ǁĞĞŬůǇ͕ �ďŝǁĞĞŬůǇ͕ �Žƌ�ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�ďĂƐŝƐ͘

At the ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ǁĞĞŬůǇ͕�ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞƐ�ƌĂŶŐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂƐ�ŝŶĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ�ĂƐ�ƚǁŝĐĞ�ƉĞƌ�
ŵŽŶƚŚ�ƚŽ�ĂƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĂƐ�ĚĂŝůǇ͘�^ĞǀĞƌĂů�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ǀĂƌŝĞĚ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ� 
ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ͘�

Using progress monitoring data.��ŽŵŵŽŶ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�
ŵĂĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ͗� 
;ϭͿ�ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ŝĨ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ǁĂƐ�
ďĞŝŶŐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽĂů͖�;ϮͿ�ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
ƚŽ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƐƵŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͖�;ϯͿ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�Ă�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ǁĂƐ�
ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ͖� 
;ϰͿ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂůŽŶĞ͘�
^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞƌͲƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ͕�
ƐƚĂƚĞͲ͕�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚͲ͕�Žƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽůͲŶŽƌŵĞĚ�ƉƌĞĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĐƵƚ�
ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĂƵŐĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘�

WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ƵƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƐŽŵĞ�
ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
program was meeting the needs of intervention 
ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͘�/Ŷ�ŽŶĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ƐƚĂī�ǁĞƌĞ�ƉĞƌƉůĞǆĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ŽďƐĞƌǀĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ŐĂŝŶƐ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ͘�&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĂƚͲƌŝƐŬ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ŐĂŝŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�
ŶŽƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ͘��ŌĞƌ�ĂŶĂůǇǌŝŶŐ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͕�
ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ĚĂƚĂ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�
ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ĂůŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŶĐŚŵĂƌŬƐ͘�
dŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�͞dŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƉĂŝŶĨƵů�ĂŶĚ�
ŚĞĂƌƚďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂƌĚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƉĂǇ�Žī͕�ďƵƚ�
ǁĞ�ŬŶĞǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚĞůůŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ůŽƵĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐůĞĂƌ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘͟ ��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�
ĐĂƌĞĨƵůůǇ�ƚƌĂĐŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�
ĚĂƚĂ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘�

“"e [secondary level] students are progress-monitored 
every fifth day. So far, the data show that the students 
are making good progress, but it is slow progress.”

Middle School Teacher

dĂďůĞ�Ϯ͘��ĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲDĂŬŝŶŐ�&ƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ

Process Question Implementation Considerations Based on  
Examples from Schools 

Define the Problem
Presentation of 
problem

How does staff determine agenda? Which 
students’ data will be reviewed?

Collect data on a standardized form and assign a 
responsible staff member from the data-based decision 
making team.
Conduct a thorough review of the student’s record.
Arrange for the responsible staff member to meet with 
the parent to discuss concerns.
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Develop a Plan
Establish guidelines 
and processes for 
data (decision rules) 

Are there set decision rules for determining 
instructional needs from your screening and 
progress-monitoring data? What criteria do 
you have to determine adequate progress? 

Make decisions based on the data for behavior and  
academics—continually review the data in team meetings
Use differentiation to meet students’ instructional needs 
across instructional levels. 

Data collection Which data do you collect and analyze for 
students? (e.g., screening scores, progress 
monitoring data, grades, attendance)

Use grades, past data, anecdotal information, screening 
scores, and progress-monitoring data

Cut scores What data (cut scores) indicate at-risk 
status for academic failure?

Set reading and mathematics cut scores using  
standardized screening assessments 
Use state assessment scores to place students into 
instructional groups.

Measurable goals for 
screening

What percentage of students will meet a 
predetermined benchmark by a certain date? 

80 percent of students meeting proficiency standards

Measureable goals for 
progress monitoring

What data are used to determine an 
individual student’s aim line for measuring 
progress in an intervention?

Aim line: Use 3-8 progress-monitoring data points 
when making decisions about movement in and out  
of instructional levels or tiers.

Implement Plan
Instructional strategies What research-based instructional strategies 

best match students’ needs as indicated by 
assessment data (e.g., If a student scores 
below proficiency on reading, what reading 
strategy will be implemented?).

Use a resource for researching instructional tools 
and programs to meet your needs such as the NCRTI 
Instruction Tools Chart:   
http://rti4success.org/instructionTools.

Student movement How do you use PM data to determine 
which students are in need of more  
intensive instruction?

Use data from a variety of sources to help school 
personnel identify the students who needed intervention 
services.
Get students involved in their instruction and progress 
monitoring data tracking to facilitate buy in and motivation.
Track identification and exit patterns from special 
education. Anecdotal information from some schools 
indicated that fewer students were identified with  
learning disabilities, and more were exited from  
special education. 

Evaluate
Measurable goals for 
screening

What percentage of students will meet a 
predetermined benchmark by a certain date? 

Look for approximately:
80 percent of student meeting proficiency standards.
15 percent of students finding success in secondary 
level classes.
5 percent of students needing tertiary level interventions.

Measureable goals for 
progress monitoring

What data are used to determine an 
individual student’s aim line for measuring 
progress in an intervention?

Compare the student’s aim line to his/her trend line, 
and set decision rules for determining when growth is 
insufficient (e.g., 4 data points below the aim line). 
Track movement of students between instructional levels 
as an indicator of the success of the implementation of 
the decision-making process. 

Fidelity of instructional 
practices

Are instructional strategies reviewed for 
fidelity to ensure student responsiveness? 

Consider adherence to instructional program, exposure 
to content, quality of instructional delivery, program  
differentiation, and student responsiveness (engagement) 
when evaluating fidelity. 
Conduct observations regularly.  
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�Ŷ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽŶĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͘�At the ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ��
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƚŝĐƐ͕� 
ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ͕�ǀĂůŝĚĂƚĞĚ��
ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ǁĞĞŬƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ŬĞƉƚ�Ă��
ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ΗĚĂƚĂ�ǁĂůůΗ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ��
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŽŶ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�ǁŝƚŚ��
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŐŽĂůƐ͘�dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ��
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ƚĞƐƚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ�ĚŝƐĂŐŐƌĞŐĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĂƌĞĂ��
ƐƚƌĂŶĚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐƚƌĂŶĚƐ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŚĂĚ�ŵĂƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�dŚĞ�ƐƚĂī�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�
ĐĂƵƟŽƵƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽŽ�ŽŌĞŶ͕� 
ƐŽ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŬĞƉƚ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĂŶĚ� 
ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŇĞǆ�ƟŵĞ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŝĚ� 
ŶŽƚ�ůŽƐĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŚŽƵƌƐ͘

At the ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�progress 
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ� 
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƵƐĞĚ͘��ůů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�Ă�ďŝŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�ďĂƐŝƐ͖�
ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƐŽŵĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞƐ͕�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ǁĞĞŬůǇ�Žƌ�ĚĂŝůǇ͘�&Žƌ�
ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƟǀĞ�
ŽĨ�Ă�ŵĂƐƚĞƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ͕�ǀĂƌŝĞĚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�
ƐŬŝůůƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ͘�

At the ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
ǁĂƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌĞĚ�ĚĂŝůǇ͘�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�
ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞĚ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ŐƌĂĚĞͲůĞǀĞů�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�
ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ͘

Data-Based Decision Making

�ĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƉŝǀŽƚĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ� 
ŽĨ�Zd/͘�dĞĂŵƐ�ƵƐĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�
ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�
ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵůƚŝͲůĞǀĞů�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�ĂŶĚ� 
ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�;ŝŶ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚĂŶĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĂǁͿ͘� 
/ƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚĂī�Ă�ƐĞƚ�ŽĨ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƌŽƵƟŶĞƐ� 
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĨŽůůŽǁ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ� 
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ� 
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘��ĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ� 
ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�process�ƚŚĂƚ�ůŝŶŬƐ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘� 
/Ŷ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌ͕�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ŵĂǇ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ͗�

�O >ĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�;ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ͕ �ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ͕ �Žƌ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇͿ�

�O tŚĞŶ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ

�O ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ

�O Movement between levels

�Ɛ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ͕�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŶŐ͕�ĂŶĂůǇǌŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĚĂƚĂ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�
ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ�ĂůůŽǁ�ƐƚĂī�ƚŽ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛� 
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƟŵĞůǇ�ĨĂƐŚŝŽŶ͘

/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƚŚĞ�ƚǁŽ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵĞƐ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ĞŵĞƌŐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽƵƌ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ǁŚĞŶ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ͗� 
;ϭͿ�team structure�;ƚŚĞ�͞ǁŚŽ͕�ǁŚĂƚ͕�ǁŚĞŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ͟Ϳ͕� 
ĂŶĚ�;ϮͿ�decision-making framework�;ƚŚĞ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐ� 
ĨŽƌ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐͿ͘

Team structure.�^ƚĂī�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�
ƚŽ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂůƐ͕�
ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�
Zd/�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌƐ͕�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƚŝĐƐ� 
ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƐ͕��^>�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƉƐǇĐŚŽůŽŐŝƐƚƐ͘�

Resources. A good source of information on progress  
monitoring tools and resources is the National Center on 
Student Progress Monitoring (http://www.studentprogress.org/) 
and NCRTI’s progress monitoring tools chart  
(http://rti4success.org/progressMonitoringTools). 
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DŽƐƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ŵĞƚ�ǁĞĞŬůǇ�ĨŽƌ�
Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ĂŶ�ŚŽƵƌ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇǌĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�
ƟŵĞůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘

�Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ǇĞĂƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐĞĚ͕�ŵŽƐƚ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ� 
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚǁĞĂŬƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�
ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĂƚĂ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ĞĸĐŝĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů͘�&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŽŶĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�
ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚŽƌƐ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ĐŽƵůĚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�;ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�
ŐƌĂƉŚƐ͕�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ͕�ŐƌĂĚĞƐ͕�ĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ͕�ĞƚĐ͘Ϳ͕�
ĂůůŽǁŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ƐƚĂī�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ͘�

�ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ŐĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůͲǁŝĚĞ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�
ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ăůů�ƐƚĂī�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚƵƌŶƐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ĐŽƌĞ�
ƚĞĂŵ�;ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐ͕�ĐŽƵŶƐĞůŽƌƐ͕�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐͿ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐƚĂī�ƚŽŽŬ�ƚƵƌŶƐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǁĞĞŬ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚ�
ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�Ăůů�ƐƚĂī�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ĚĞĞƉĞƌ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂͲĚƌŝǀĞŶ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ƚŽŽ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�;ƐƵĐŚ�
ĂƐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƟŵĞ͕�ůĞŶŐƚŚ͕�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĚĂƚĂͿ�ǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƐĂǁ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ͘

The decision-making framework.��ĂĐŚ�ƚĞĂŵ�ŚĂĚ�ĂŶ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƐĞƚ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĨŽůůŽǁ�ǁŚĞŶ�ĂŶĂůǇǌŝŶŐ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ĚĂƚĂ͘�DĂŶǇ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘�dŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�

ƚŽ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ŐŽĂůƐ͕�ůĞĂƌŶ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ� 
Ă�ƚĞĂŵ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͕�ůĞĂƌŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽǀĞƌĐŽŵĞ�ŽďƐƚĂĐůĞƐ�
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƐƵƐƉŝĐŝŽŶ�Žƌ�ĨĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ĚĂƚĂ͘�,ĂǀŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ŝŶ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�
ĂĐĐƵƌĂĐǇ͕ �ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶĐǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĞƋƵŝƚĂďůĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘�&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�ŽŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ǁĂƐ� 
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ͕�ŝƚ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐĂů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ� 
ŝŶ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�
ƵŶĂŵďŝŐƵŽƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂī�ĚŝĚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞŶĚ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�
ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉƌŽĮůĞ͘�

^ĐŚŽŽů�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĚĂƚĂ�
ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘�^ƚĂī�ƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ� 
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ� 
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŐƌĂƉŚƐ�;ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĞŶĚ�ůŝŶĞ͕�ĂŝŵͲůŝŶĞ͕� 
ĂŶĚ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐͲŽĨͲŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐͿ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�
ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�
ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŐĂŝŶƐ͘�DĂŶǇ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ŐƌĂĚĞƐ͕�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�ĚĂƚĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĂƩĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ͘

DĂŶǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽďůĞŵͲƐŽůǀŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͗

�O �ĞĮŶĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͘�;tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ�ĂŶĚ�
ǁŚǇ�ŝƐ�ŝƚ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶŝŶŐ͍Ϳ

�O �ĞǀĞůŽƉ�Ă�ƉůĂŶ͘�;tŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ǁĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ͍Ϳ

�O /ŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ͘�;�ĂƌƌǇ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘Ϳ

�O �ǀĂůƵĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ͘�;�ŝĚ�ŽƵƌ�ƉůĂŶ�ǁŽƌŬ͍Ϳ

�ĞĮŶĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͘�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽďůĞŵ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ŐŽĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĂŐĞŶĚĂ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞĚ͘��ĂĐŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶŝŶŐ�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ĚĂƚĂ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ͘�dŚŝƐ�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŚŽǁ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐĐƌĞĞŶĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌĞĚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕�
ŚŽǁ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƟŵĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĚĞǀŽƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĞĂĐŚ�
ǁĞĞŬ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�
ĚĂƚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�

Example team meeting. For example, one school held their 
meetings every Tuesday from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. The two 
counselors were responsible for leading the meeting as 
well as creating and distributing the meeting agenda. The 
district RTI coordinator gathered the data and displayed the 
corresponding student data graphs and charts. Decisions 
made by the team were noted by the counselors and shared 
with the rest of the group following the meeting. Each time 
a decision was made, a team member was designated to 
ensure the decisions were executed.
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�ĞǀĞůŽƉ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�Ă�ƉůĂŶ͘�dŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ŽŌĞŶ�
ƌĞůŝĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ƚŽ�
ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ͘�/ŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ĚŽǁŶ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘��ĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĞĞŵĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�
ǁŚĞŶ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĚĂƚĂ�
;ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ͕�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ͕�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ŐƌĂĚĞƐ͕�
ĞƚĐ͘Ϳ͖�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ĨĞůƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝĨ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ŵƵůƟƉůĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ŝŶĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶĐŝĞƐ�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͕�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƐƟůů�ďĞ�
ŵĂĚĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ�ĨĂƐŚŝŽŶ͘

�ƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ĐƵƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ǁĂƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĨŽƌ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĂďůĞ� 
ƚŽ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƌƵůĞƐ͘�^ĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĐƵƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌŝĞƐ͘�
tŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ͕�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�ƐƚĞƉƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞŶ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŝůƵƌĞ͘��Ɛ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ĂďŽǀĞ͕�ŵŝŶŝŵƵŵ�
ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ƌĂƚĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ� 
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘�

DĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƐĞƚ�ĐƵƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�
ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ŶŽƌŵƐ͘�&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ƵƐĞĚ�EŽƌƚŚǁĞƐƚ��ǀĂůƵĂƚŝŽŶ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶ͛Ɛ�D�W͕ �Ă�
ŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ�ŶŽƌŵĞĚ�ƚĞƐƚ͕�ĂƐ�Ă�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ͘�
KŶĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�D�W͕ �ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�
ƐĐŽƌĞĚ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ϳϱƚŚ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƟůĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�

ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞĚ͕�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ƐĐŽƌĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϲƚŚ�ƚŽ�ϳϱƚŚ�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƟůĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�Ăƚ�ďĞŶĐŚŵĂƌŬ͕�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϭƚŚ�ƚŽ�
ϮϱƚŚ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƟůĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�Ăƚ�Žƌ�ďĞůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϬƚŚ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƟůĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�
ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘�

&Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ŽŶĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�
ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�Ă�ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌŝǌĞĚ�ŐƌĂƉŚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƚŽ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŐŽĂů�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ƐƚĂī�ĐĂůĐƵůĂƚĞĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƐĐŽƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƐĐŽƌĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ� 
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĐŽƌĞĚ�
Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĮĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ͖�ƚŚŝƐ�
ƐĐŽƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽĂů�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌŝǌĞĚ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƉůŽƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽĂů�
ƐĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ŐƌĂƉŚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ŐƌĂƉŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�Ăŝŵ�ůŝŶĞ�ďǇ�ƉůŽƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƚĂƌƟŶŐ�ƐĐŽƌĞ�
;ďĂƐĞůŝŶĞͿ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌĞǁ�ƚŚĞ�Ăŝŵ�ůŝŶĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽĂů�ƐĐŽƌĞ͘�dŚĞ�
ƚĞĂŵ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŵĂĚĞ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĨŽƵƌ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƉůŽƩĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŐƌĂƉŚƐ͘�tŚĞŶ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�Ăŝŵ�
ůŝŶĞ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚƌĂĐŬ͖�ŝĨ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĨŽƵƌ�
ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ďĞůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�Ăŝŵ�ůŝŶĞ͕�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐĂƐĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞĚ�
Ăƚ�Ă�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚĞĂŵ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�
ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�
ĂŶ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘�

dŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ Ɛ͛�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ŚĞůƉ�ĚƌŝǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ƚĞĂŵ Ɛ͛�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͘�
^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
strategies and programs best met the needs of their 
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐŝƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŽĂůƐ͘�tŚĞŶ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ�ĨŽƌ�ĨĂŝůƵƌĞ͕� 
Žƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͕�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƌĞĂĚŝůǇ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƐƚĞƉ� 
ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĂƚĐŚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂƐ�
ƐŚŽǁŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ͘�

DĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�͞ŵĞŶƵ͟�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ůĞǀĞů�
ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ͘�&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚĞĂŵ�ŵĂǇ�
ĐŚŽŽƐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�Ă�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝŽŶ�
ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŚĞ�

Decision rules. One of the most important, and often miss-
ing, pieces of data-based decision making is establishing 
clear, objective, and equitable decision rules. Decision rules 
are the written rules by which the team compares students’ 
scores (data) against a criterion (target) value to determine 
the course of action (instructional need). The decision rules 
should be explicit, transparent, and shared knowledge. The 
goal of decision rules is for every decision to be standard-
ized and consistent (e.g., IF a student scores between the 
20th and 10th percentile in reading, THEN the student 
receives X reading instructional intervention). 
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ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͘�&Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�
ŝŶƚĞŶƐĞ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ƐŽŵĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ� 
ƵƐĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐŝĐƐ�ŽĨ�ůŝƚĞƌĂĐǇ�
;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ĚĞĐŽĚŝŶŐͿ�Žƌ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ĐŽŵƉƵƚĂƟŽŶͿ͘�

^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ƉůĂŶ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�
ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ůĞǀĞůƐ͘�dĞĂŵƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�
ĂƐŬ͕�͞tŚĂƚ�ĚĂƚĂ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�
ŵŽǀĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ůĞǀĞůƐ͍͟�
/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚĂƚ�
ĚĂƚĂ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�;ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ůĞǀĞůͿ�Žƌ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵŽǀĞ� 
ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ůĞǀĞů͘�

�ǀĂůƵĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ͘�dŚĞ�ĞǀĂůƵĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚĞĂŵ Ɛ͛�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵ�ƚŽ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�
ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ͘�dŚĞ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�
ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌĞͲĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĂďůĞ�
ŐŽĂůƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ƚŚĂƚ�ϴϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĨŝĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐͿ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƚƌĞŶĚ�ůŝŶĞ� 
ŝƐ�ƐŚŽǁŝŶŐ�ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŐŽĂů�ƐĐŽƌĞͿ͘�

dŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�ƚĞĂŵƐ�
ƌĞǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ƚŽ�
ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ǁĂƐ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞ͕�
ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ͕�ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚŝǌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘� 
��ƐŵĂůů�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ĮĚĞůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ďĂƐŝƐ͘

Multi-Level Prevention System

dŚĞ�ŵƵůƟͲůĞǀĞů�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ůĞǀĞůƐ�
ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝƚǇ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�
ůĞǀĞů�ŝƐ�ŚŝŐŚͲƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�dŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�

ůĞǀĞů�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ;ƐͿ�ŽĨ�
ŵŽĚĞƌĂƚĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝƚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ƚĞƌƚŝĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�
ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ;ƐͿ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝƚǇ� 
ĨŽƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ƐŚŽǁ�ŵŝŶŝŵĂů�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�
prevention (EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ� 
/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ϮϬϭϬ͕�ƉƉ͘�ϱʹϲͿ͘�

/Ŷ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŚŽǁ� 
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ͗

�O WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ

�O ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ

�O dĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ

WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘�E�Zd/�ĚĞĮŶĞƐ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�͞ŚŝŐŚ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĞĞƚƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͟�;EĂƚŝŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�
ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ϮϬϭϬ͕�Ɖ͘�ϱͿ͘�/ĚĞĂůůǇ͕ �ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�Žƌ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�
Ăůů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ǁŝůů�
ďĞ�ƐƵĨĨŝĐŝĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ϴϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘�
&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�
ďŽƚŚ�ǁŚŽůĞͲ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŵĂůůͲŐƌŽƵƉ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƟĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�
ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�&ƵĐŚƐ�Ğƚ�Ăů͘�;ϮϬϭϬͿ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĂƐ�͞ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ƌŽƵƚŝŶĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ� 
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂů�ĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚŝĂƚŝŽŶ͖� 
ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ� 
ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͖�ĂŶĚ� 
ƉƌŽďůĞŵͲƐŽůǀŝŶŐ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽƟǀĂƟŽŶĂů�
ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĨĂŝů�ƚŽ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵ� 
ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ƐŬŝůůƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƉŽƐƐĞƐƐ͕͟ �;Ɖ͘�ϮϯͿ͘�

Resources. Two useful resources for schools may be  
Kovaleski, Roble, and Agne’s (2008) data-analysis team 
script for team decision-making processes and Kovaleski 
and Pedersen’s (2008) article on best practices in data-based 
decision-making teams. They outline the procedures, prompts, 
and records teams need when making data-based instructional 
decisions in an RTI setting.

“RTI was designed to catch struggling students early 
and provide some interventions to get them back  
on track with their peers before they fall too far 
behind. But the reality is that when students get  
to middle or high school, RTI becomes more of a 
remediation program. As staff, we try to scoop them 
up and test them and provide instruction to get 
them back to their grade level.”

Middle School Principal 
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tŚĞŶ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�Zd/͕�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ŚĂĚ�
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�
ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘��ĐƌŽƐƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ͗�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚŝǌĞĚ͕�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐĂůůǇ�
ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͕�
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƟĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ƐŵĂůů�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ƉĞĞƌ�
ƚƵƚŽƌŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞ͘ϭ��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ƐǇŶŽŶǇŵŽƵƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�/Ŷ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�
ĐĂƐĞƐ͕�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�Ă�ĐŽͲƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�
ŵŽĚĞů�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚǁŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƐŚĂƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƟĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�

�Ŷ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŽŶĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͘�WƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�Zd/�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�ŽŶĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐĐŽƌĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ�
ƉƌŽĮĐŝĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ďŽƚŚ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŬŶĞǁ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�ďŽŽƐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŚĂĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂĚ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�Zd/�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘� 
&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ǁĂƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�Ăƚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�Zd/�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘

/ŶŝƟĂůůǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�Ă�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚͲǁŝĚĞ�
ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͕�ĂůŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�
͞ĐĂůĞŶĚĞƌĞĚ͕͟ �ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚͲƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƵŶŝƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�
ƟŵĞ͘�dŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�Ă�ĐŽͲƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŵŽĚĞů�Ăƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů͖�ƚŚƵƐ͕�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵƐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚǁŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͗�Ă�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�

ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ͕ �ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĞƋƵĂůůǇ�ƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ� 
ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘�tŚĞŶ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĚ�
ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐĂůůǇ͕�ĂƐ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ͕� 
ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ůŝŶĞ� 
ŽĨ�ĚĞĨĞŶƐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ͕�  
ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƟĂƚĞĚ�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ� 
ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŶĞĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ�
ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĐůŽƐĞůǇ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕� 
ŝĨ�ĂŶ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ� 
ĂŶĚ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ϳϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŵĂƐƚĞƌǇ͕ � 
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ� 
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ͕�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ� 
ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͘�

�ƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ĮĚĞůŝƚǇ�ĐŚĞĐŬƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�
ǁĞůĐŽŵĞĚ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ǁĂůŬĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ� 
ŽŶĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ Ɛ͛�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĚĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĂǀĞ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�
ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ�ƚŽ�ŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂĨĨ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ϭϮ�ƚŝŵĞƐ�ƉĞƌ�ǁĞĞŬ͘� 
dŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ǁĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƉŽŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůĞƐƐŽŶƐ͕�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ� 
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ͕�ƵŶŝƚ�ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂŐĞŶĚĂƐ͘�
dŚĞƐĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĐŽŶǀĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƉĂƌƚ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĐŚŽŽů Ɛ͛�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘��ůů�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�
ƉŽƐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ Ɛ͛�ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞƐ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�
ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂƐƐƌŽŽŵ�ďŽĂƌĚ�ĚĂŝůǇ͘

^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇͲůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘�tŚĞŶ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ�
ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘�

ϭ� ^ŽŵĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƚǇƉĞ�ŽĨ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ŶŽƌŵĂů�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŚŽƵƌƐ͘��ǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�Žƌ�ĂŌĞƌ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ�Žƌ�ƉĞĞƌͲůĞĚ�ƚƵƚŽƌŝŶŐ͕�^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌͲůĞĚ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ŚĂůůƐ͘�

“We put our big bucks in tier 1 [primary prevention].”

Middle School Principal

 “When we started RTI, our school was one of the 
lower performing in the state. Now, every single 
school in the district is excelling and it is because of 
the fidelity to tier 1 [primary level of prevention]. 
"e curriculum department took a hard look at tier 
1 to make sure it met the standards.”

Middle School Principal
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͞^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞƐ�ƐŵĂůůͲŐƌŽƵƉ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞůŝĞƐ�ŽŶ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞͲďĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĨǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ͕�ĚƵƌĂƟŽŶ�
;ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ϭϬ�ƚŽ�ϭϱ�ǁĞĞŬƐ�ŽĨ�ϮϬͲ�ƚŽ�ϰϬͲŵŝŶƵƚĞ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐͿ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇ�;ƚŚƌĞĞ�Žƌ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƚŝŵĞƐ�ƉĞƌ�ǁĞĞŬͿ�ŽĨ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�
ĚŝƐƟŶŐƵŝƐŚŝŶŐ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ͗�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞͲďĂƐĞĚ͙͖� 
ŝƚ�ƌĞůŝĞƐ�ĞŶƟƌĞůǇ�ŽŶ�ĂĚƵůƚͲůĞĚ�ƐŵĂůůͲŐƌŽƵƉ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͙͖�
ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞƐ�Ă�ĐůĞĂƌůǇ�ĂƌƟĐƵůĂƚĞĚ͕�ǀĂůŝĚĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĂĚŚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĨŝĚĞůŝƚǇ͟�;National 
�ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�ϮϬϭϬ͕�ƉƉ͘�ϭϬʹϭϭͿ͘

/Ŷ�Ăůů�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�
ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ  
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͘�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ƐƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂů�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�
ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ƉƌŽĨŝĐŝĞŶĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘�dŽ�
ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͕�
ŵŽƐƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�
ůŝĞƵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞůĞĐƟǀĞ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘�

dŚĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝĮĞĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�
ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ǁĂǇƐ͗�

�O ^ŵĂůůĞƌ�ƐŝǌĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝǌĞĚ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�;ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ŚĂĚ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�Ă�ϭ͗ϭϬ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌͬƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƌĂƟŽͿ

�O ,ŽŵŽŐĞŶĞŽƵƐ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŶĞĞĚƐ

�O Expert teachers ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ

�O 'ƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇ�and�ĚƵƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ

/ŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ͘�DĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ƉƌŽƚŽĐŽůƐ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞͲďĂƐĞĚ͕�
ǀĂůŝĚĂƚĞĚ͕�ƉƌĞƉĂĐŬĂŐĞĚ͕�ƉŽƐƐŝďůǇ�ƐĐƌŝƉƚĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐͿ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƚŝĐƐ͘�^ĞǀĞƌĂů�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůĂ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ŚĂĚ͖�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ďŽƵŐŚƚ�
programs that best aligned with their needs and 
ƐƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌĞ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ͘�&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŽŶĞ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚĂƌŐĞƚĞĚ�ŇƵĞŶĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝŽŶ͘� 

dŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐĂůůǇ�ŽŶ�ĨůƵĞŶĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝŽŶ͘�KŶĐĞ�
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĐŚĞĐŬĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĮĚĞůŝƚǇ�
ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ�ƚŽ�
ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͘�DŽƐƚ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�
ŽƉƟŽŶƐ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůŝŶŐ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�
ĐŚŽŝĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ͘��Ɛ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ŵŽǀĞĚ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ�ŝŶ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�
ďĞƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘�dŚŽƐĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐĞƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ŵĞŶƵ�ŽĨ�
ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ƉƌŽƚŽĐŽůƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŽ�ĐŚŽŽƐĞ�ǁŚĞŶ�
ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘

Expert teachers.�dŚĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐŵĂůůͲŐƌŽƵƉ͕�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ůĂƌŐĞůǇ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚͲĂƌĞĂ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͘�
&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�
�ŶŐůŝƐŚ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ŽŶĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�
ĐůĂƐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƚŝĐƐ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŵĂƚŚĞŵĂƟĐƐ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘�WƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂů�  
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƚĞĂĐŚ͘���ĐŽƵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ� 
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŐƌĂŶƚ�ĨƵŶĚƐ͕�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƌĞ� 
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶŝƐƚƐ͕�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ƐŽůĞ�ũŽď�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘�/Ŷ�Ă�ĨĞǁ�ĐĂƐĞƐ͕�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ƌĞĐƌƵŝƚĞĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐͲĐĞƌƟĮĞĚ�ƐƚĂī�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕�
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƐ�Žƌ�ĐŽƵŶƐĞůŽƌƐ͕�ƚŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘�&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŽŶĞ�
ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƵƐĞĚ�ŝƚƐ�ĐŽƵŶƐĞůŽƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƌͲƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘�EŽ�ŵĂƚƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ŽĨ� 
ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŽƌ͕ �Ăůů�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ� 
ǁĞƌĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐĂůůǇ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚĞĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ͘
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&ƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƵƌĂƟŽŶ͘�/Ŷ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕�
ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĞůĞĐƟǀĞ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƟŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĨƵůů�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�
ϰϱ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐͿ͕�ĮǀĞ�ĚĂǇƐ�Ă�ǁĞĞŬ͘�^ŽŵĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�
ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ďůŽĐŬ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ŵĞƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ϵϬ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ͕�
ĞǀĞƌǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚĂǇͿ͘��ůů�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐƚƵĚǇ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ƵŶƟů�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ǁĞƌĞ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘ 

dĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵŽƐƚ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ĞĂĐŚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�ƉƌŽďůĞŵͲƐŽůǀŝŶŐ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ͘�dŚŝƐ�
ŚŝŐŚůǇ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐĂůůǇ�
ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�
ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�Žƌ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇͲůĞǀĞů� 
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�;DĞůůĂƌĚ�Θ�:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ͕�ϮϬϬϴͿ͘�KŶůǇ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�;ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�ϱ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�Žƌ�ůĞƐƐͿ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐĐŚŽŽů Ɛ͛�

ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�
sĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ŵŽĚĞůƐ�ŽĨ�Zd/�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�
ůĞǀĞů�ďĞ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ�or 

ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�
ǁŚŽ�ŵĂǇ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘�

/Ŷ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŶŐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕�ƚĞƌƚŝĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƐǇŶŽŶǇŵŽƵƐ͖�
ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ĂůƐŽ�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘�KĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ�
ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕�ŵŽƐƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇͲůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�
ƚŽ�ĂŶǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ǁŚŽ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ƐƵĐŚ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�
ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ĂƐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ƐƟůů�ƌĞůŝĞĚ�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞǆŝƐƚŝŶŐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůĂ͕�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞƐͿ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘�DŽƐƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ƌĞůŝĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĞǆƉĞƌƚ�ƐƚĂī�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ŵŽƐƚ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͘�DŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚĂī�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŵŽĚĞůƐ�ŵĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ƌĞŐĂƌĚůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ͘�

�O ^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĚ�ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵĐŚ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ͕�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ� 
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ƐŵĂůů�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͘��ůĂƐƐ�ƐŝǌĞƐ�
ĨŽƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ� 
ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�Ă�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌͲƚŽͲƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƌĂƟŽ�ŽĨ�ϭ͗ϯ�Žƌ�ƐŵĂůůĞƌ͘

�O /ŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘�dŚĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů� 
ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ĚĞĮĐŝƚƐ͘

�O /ŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶĂů�ƚŝŵĞ͘�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨƚĞŶ�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�Ă�ĚĂŝůǇ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ĐůĂƐƐ�ŝŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�Ă�
ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ĐůĂƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇͲůĞǀĞů�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�
ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�;ŝ͘Ğ͕͘�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐ�ƉĞƌ�ĚĂǇͿ͘�

/Ŷ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŶĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�
ůĞǀĞů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͕�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ƵƐĞĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�
ĞůĞĐƟǀĞ�ƟŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ĐŚŽƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�Žƌ�ƐĐŝĞŶĐĞ�
ĐůĂƐƐ͘�DŽƐƚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇͲůĞǀĞů�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ĂƐ�ŵƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘�
KŶůǇ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ŶŽ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ƌĞŵĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ĐůĂƐƐ�ĚŝĚ�ƚĞĂŵƐ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�

School example. As an example, one middle school provides 
their students secondary level interventions during their 
elective period, but only four days out of a six-day rotation, 
thus allowing the students to remain in the elective class of 
their choice. This middle school was able to hire full-time 
intervention teachers to teach all the intervention classes 
(secondary and tertiary level) who are all content-area-certified 
(i.e., mathematics-certified or reading-certified). Their 
secondary level interventions are all standard treatment 
protocols (for reading and mathematics) intended to 
target students’ specific academic needs. The intervention 
teachers met regularly with the students’ regular classroom 
teachers to monitor closely how the students are progressing 
in each class. They reported that as their RTI interventions 
and practices become more refined with time and experience, 
they are aligned to state standards.

 “We keep students on the fast track. As soon as they 
are ready to move [into and out of intervention 
classes], they get moved.”

Middle School Principal
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ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚĞƌƚŝĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞ�
ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�;ĂƐ�ŽƉƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�
ŝƚͿ͘�tŚĞŶ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽĐĐƵƌƌĞĚ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ďŽƚŚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ĂƌĞĂ͘�dŚĞ�ŐŽĂů�ĨŽƌ�
Ăůů�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�ŵŽǀĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ďĂĐŬ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
ůĞǀĞů�ĐůĂƐƐ�ĂƐ�ƐŽŽŶ�ĂƐ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘�

DĂŶǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�
ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͛�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞůƐ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ĨĞǁ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ƌĞƋƵŝƌŝŶŐ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘�

DŽƐƚ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ďƵŝůƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵƵůƟͲůĞǀĞů�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ďǇ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ�ĨŝƌƐƚ͕�ŝĚĞŶƚŝĨǇŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚŝŶŐ�  
ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇͲůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�ƚŚŝƌĚ͘�
dŚĞ�ŐŽĂů�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƐŽůŝĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǀĞƌǇ�ĨĞǁ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů͘�

Conclusion

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ϰϮ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĞĚ͕�ǁĞ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚ� 
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƚŝĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Zd/�ǁĞƌĞ�
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌůǇ�ƚŽ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ŵŽĚĞůƐ͕�
ǁŝƚŚ�ĂĚũƵƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ůŽŐŝƐƟĐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĂů�
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐĞƫŶŐƐ͘��ĂĐŚ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�
ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚƐ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĨŽƌŵ�Ă�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�Zd/�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘�hƐŝŶŐ�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƌƵůĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶĂůǇǌŝŶŐ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ͕�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚĂī�
ĐĂŶ�ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂƚͲƌŝƐŬ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�
ŶĞĞĚ�ŽĨ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘��ĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�
ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƉŝǀŽƚĂů�ŝŶ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ƉĞĞƌ�
ƚƵƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�ĂƌƚƐ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇͲůĞǀĞů�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�
ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽƚŽĐŽů�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶƐŝŽŶ�
ŝŶ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇͲůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐͿ͘�dŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌĞĚ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�
ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ŐŽĂů͘�dŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�
ĚĂƚĂ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƐƚĂĨĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŝƚŝĐĂů�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞ� 
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘�

/ŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�Zd/�ŝƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͕�
ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͕�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͘� 
�ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƚŝŵĞ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�
ŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ƉŽƐŝƚŝǀĞ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞĨĨŽƌƚƐ͘�^ĞǀĞƌĂů�
ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ĂŶĞĐĚŽƚĂů�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�ŽŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƉůĂĐĞ͕�ƚŚĞǇ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ĂŶ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚŝŐŚͲƐƚĂŬĞƐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ͘��ŶĚ͕�
ƚŚĞǇ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�
ĞĸĐŝĞŶƚůǇ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĞƚ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘�

 “We try to meet student needs in tier 2 [secondary 
level] and we have an average of 4 to 5 students in 
tier 3 [tertiary level] annually. Most of the students 
receive the help and support they need in tier 2.”

Middle School Principal

School examples. In one middle school, the staff set up the 
tertiary level structure so that:

�O Students’ schedules are individualized (each student’s 
day is arranged precisely to fit their academic and 
behavioral needs). 

�O Each instructional session is a class period in length.
�O The student teacher ratio is 4–5:1 for reading and 

3–4:1 for mathematics.
�O Classes are taught by content-area-certified teachers 

proficient in the intervention program.
�O Tertiary level classes are in lieu of science or social 

studies classes; thus, the students remain in the 
primary reading and mathematics courses. 

Numerous additional resources exist to help middle schools 
plan out their RTI implementation processes, including RTI 
Scheduling Processes and Practices at the Middle School Level 
and RTI Implementation Processes for Middle Schools. These 
and other secondary-school specific tools and products are 
provided at www.rti4success.org.
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Appendix A

Our Approach

^ƚĂī�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�;E�Zd/Ϳ�ƵƐĞĚ�Ă�ŵŝǆĞĚͲŵĞƚŚŽĚ�ĞǀĂůƵĂƟŽŶ�ŵŽĚĞů�ƚŽ�
ĐŽůůĞĐƚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟǀĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�;Zd/Ϳ͘�^ƚĂī�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�
ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŽƌƐ͕�ŚĞůĚ�ŽŶƐŝƚĞ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂī�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ͕�ŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚ�
ŵƵůƚŝͲůĞǀĞů�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƉĞƌƐŽŶŶĞů�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ� 
ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚƵĂůŝǌĂƟŽŶ͕�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͕�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ͕�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�Zd/�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͘�

^ƚĂī�ĨƌŽŵ�E�Zd/�ƵƐĞĚ�Ă�ƐŶŽǁďĂůů�ƐĂŵƉůŝŶŐ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐƵĐŚ�ǀĞŶƵĞƐ�ĂƐ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞƐ͕�Zd/�ƐƵŵŵŝƚƐ͕�ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�
ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ƐĞůĨͲŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ƉĞĞƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶŝƟĂůůǇ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů� 
ƐŝƚĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƚĞĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ůĞǀĞů�ŽĨ�Zd/�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘�tĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚĞĚ�ϴϮ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�
ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘�&ŽƌƚǇͲƚǁŽ�ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ŵĞƚ�ŽƵƌ�ŝŶŝƟĂů�ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ŽĨ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵƌ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Zd/͘�tĞ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶͲĚĞƉƚŚ͕�ƚǁŽͲŚŽƵƌ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀĞ�ƐƚĂī�
ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ϰϮ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘�

dŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƐƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĂƚĂͲĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇƐ͘��ƚ�ŵŝŶŝŵƵŵ͕�ǁĞ�ƐŽƵŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�^ŚŝŶŶ͕�ϮϬϬϴͿ͗

�O KŶĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ŽŶĐĞ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶƚ�ĂƌĞĂ

�O WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ŽŶĐĞ�ƉĞƌ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ

�O WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ƚǁŝĐĞ�ƉĞƌ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚĞƌƟĂƌǇ�ůĞǀĞů�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ

�O �ƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ůĞǀĞůƐ�;Žƌ�ƟĞƌƐͿ�ŽĨ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ

�O ��ƉƌĞĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�

tĞ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�ϮϬ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵĞƚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁͲƵƉ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ͘�KĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ϮϬ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ͕�ϭϳ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁͲƵƉ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ƐƵƌǀĞǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŽďƚĂŝŶ�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͗

�O �ĂƚĂ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ

�O ^ĐŚŽŽůͲǁŝĚĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶŝŶŐ�ƐĐŽƌĞƐ

�O WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐͲŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ

�O ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵůƟͲůĞǀĞů�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ

�O EƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ůĞǀĞů

�O &ŝĚĞůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ

�O WƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ

tŚĞŶ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ�ĂƐ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĂƚĂ͕�ǁĞ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ƚŽ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĞ�Zd/�
ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘�tĞ�ǀŝƐŝƚĞĚ�ϭϮ�
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ŵŝĚĚůĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘�DŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ϭϮ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ƐŝǆƚŚ͕�ƐĞǀĞŶƚŚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞŝŐŚƚŚ�ŐƌĂĚĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƌƵƌĂů͕�ƐƵďƵƌďĂŶ͕�
ĂŶĚ�ƵƌďĂŶ͕�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ͗�EŽƌƚŚĞĂƐƚ͕�^ŽƵƚŚ͕�DŝĚǁĞƐƚ͕�^ŽƵƚŚǁĞƐƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�tĞƐƚ͘�dŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͛�
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ƌĂŶŐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ůŽǁ�ŽĨ�ϭϳϮ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŚŝŐŚ�ŽĨ�ϭ͕ϰϯϲ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĚŝĂŶ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�ϲϱϴ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͘�

dŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐĂůůǇ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ͘�DĞĂƐƵƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ĨƌĞĞ�Žƌ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚͲƉƌŝĐĞ�ůƵŶĐŚ͕�ƚŚĞ�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐĂůůǇ�ĚŝƐĂĚǀĂŶƚĂŐĞĚ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ƌĂŶŐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ůŽǁ�ŽĨ�ϳ͘ϵ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŚŝŐŚ�ŽĨ�ϴϭ͘ϭ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͘�dŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͛�ĞƚŚŶŝĐ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ǀĂƌŝĞĚ͘�dŚĞ�ŶŽŶǁŚŝƚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ƌĂŶŐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ůŽǁ�ŽĨ�ϱ͘ϭ�
ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŚŝŐŚ�ŽĨ�ϴϮ͘ϲ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŶŽŶǁŚŝƚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ϯϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ͘�

dŚĞ�ŽŶͲƐŝƚĞ�ǀŝƐŝƚƐ�ŚĂĚ�ĨŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ͗

�O dŚƌĞĞ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐĐŚŽŽů�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐĞƐ͕�ƐƚĂī�ƌŽůĞƐ͕�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂī͕�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƐƚĞƉƐ

�O �Ŷ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉĂů�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ�
ƚĞĂŵ͕�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůŝŶŐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ƐƚĂĸŶŐ͕�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽůĞ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƌĞŶƚƐ

�O KďƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚĞĂŵ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĚĂƚĂͲďĂƐĞĚ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ͕�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ� 
ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂŐĞŶĚĂ͕�ƐƚĂī�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞŵĞŶƚ͕�ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶĐǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ

�O KďƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ�Ăƚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ůĞǀĞů͕�ĨŽĐƵƐŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ͕�ůĞŶŐƚŚ͕�ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶĂů�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵͬƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ͕�ĂĚŚĞƌĞŶĐĞ͕�ĞǆƉŽƐƵƌĞ͕�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ͕�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƟĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ� 
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�

dŚĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ϰϮ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶŝƟĂů�ƉŚŽŶĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ�ǁŝƚŚ�E�Zd/�ƐƚĂī͘�



20RTI in Middle Schools: The Essential Components

National Center on Response to Intervention
http://www.rti4success.org

�ďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ

dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�
^ƉĞĐŝĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕�ƚŚĞ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�sĂŶĚĞƌďŝůƚ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�<ĂŶƐĂƐ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘ 
dŚĞ��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�

ďƵŝůĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ�ŝŶ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ 
ƉƌŽǀĞŶ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬƐ͘

dŚŝƐ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�
'ƌĂŶƚ�EŽ͘�,ϯϮϲ�ϬϳϬϬϬϰ�ƚŽ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘�'ƌĂĐĞ��ĂŵŽƌĂ��ƵƌĄŶ�ĂŶĚ�dŝŶĂ��ŝĂŵŽŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀĞĚ�
ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�K^�W�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ŽĸĐĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞ�ǀŝĞǁƐ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ŚĞƌĞŝŶ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌŝůǇ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�
ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͘�EŽ�ŽĸĐŝĂů�ĞŶĚŽƌƐĞŵĞŶƚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ĂŶǇ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ͕�ĐŽŵŵŽĚŝƚǇ͕ �ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�Žƌ�ĞŶƚĞƌƉƌŝƐĞ�ŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ�Žƌ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ŝŶĨĞƌƌĞĚ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚ�ŝƐ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĚŽŵĂŝŶ͘��ƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ�ŝƚ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŽůĞ�Žƌ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ͘�tŚŝůĞ�
ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƉƌŝŶƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĐŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ͗�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�
/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�;:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϯͿ͘�Zd/�ŝŶ�DŝĚĚůĞ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ͗�dŚĞ��ƐƐĞŶƟĂů��ŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ͘�tĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ͕���͗�h͘^͘��ĞƉĂƌƚ-
ŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů��ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͘�
WƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�EƵŵďĞƌ�ϮϯϭϯͺϭϬͬϭϮ
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